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Welcome to the SPIRITUAL DISCOVERY SERIES We are glad you have chosen to study with us. We believe the discoveries you make 
through the use of the Spiritual Discovery Series will positively impact your life. 
The Spiritual Discovery Series will challenge the user to ask questions of the biblical text, discover principles from the text and make personal application of those truths. The Bible is the text. This guide is a tool for study. 
The Spiritual Discovery Series is for use in either individual or group settings. Individuals will be excited by the discoveries made possible through a structured inductive study. Sunday School classes and other groups will find the Spiritual Discovery Series a valuable tool for promoting enlightened discussions centered on biblical truth. 
HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE 
1 . PRAY before beginning each study session. Ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate your mind. 2. CHOOSE a translation of the Bible which you trust and can understand. It will be helpful to have 
more than one translation available to aid your understanding of the biblical text. 
3. THE BIBLE is your primary text. Avoid using commentaries or reference books until after completing your own study. Reference works are best used to confirm your findings. On occasion, the study guide will direct you to use reference material. This is done when special insights are necessary for proper interpretation. 
4. READ the assigned biblical text at least twice before answering any questions. This will provide an overview and focus on God's Word. 
5. CONCENTRATE on the biblical passage which you are studying. It is tempting to jump from one passage of Scripture to another in an attempt to make spiritual connections. 
6. SEEK tangible ways to apply the principles gleaned from each study. Bible study should never result in "head knowledge" alone. Bible study should lead to action. 
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STUDY 1
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
God has promised a wonderful gift to all believers, but the tragedy is that many Christians have never received what He offers. His gift is the baptism in the Holy Spirit. This distinguishing mark of the Pentecostal movement is our belief in the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues. We believe that this Baptism was not only for the Church in apostolic days but it is intended for all believers through all time. We believe the Lord baptizes in the Holy Spirit today just as He did during the first Christian century, empowering His children for a ministry of witnessing. 
More than ever before believers need to be empowered supernaturally by the Holy Spirit. Christian witnesses are being confronted by organized satanic efforts throughout the world bent on hindering the work of Christ. Only Spirit-filled men and women can adequately cope with this situation and emerge from the conflict victoriously. 
THE PROMISE 
Some people seem to think that the Holy Spirit baptism is simply a doctrine accepted by some and rejected by others. But the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a promise given by the Father. It is a basic teaching of the Bible. 
1. Read Joel 2:28-32. Using a study Bible, determine approximately how long before the Day of Pentecost was the Holy Spirit promised by the Father? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quite a few years passed before the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. But these were not wasted years. During these years God prepared the way for the fulfillment of the promise. Before He sent the Holy Spirit, it was His plan to send the Son. 
2. Read Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4. Based on these verses, why was it part of God's plan to send the Son before He sent the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Read John 14:16-18. At what point and for what purpose did Jesus promise His disciples the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Later Jesus even stated that it would be better for the disciples when He left because then they would have the Holy Spirit with them always. Clearly, He felt it was important for them to have this promised gift. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, just before His ascension to heaven, He once again promised the coming of the Holy Spirit. (See Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8) 
In His references to the coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus indicated that some conditions had to be fulfilled before the Holy Spirit could come. 
m People had to be ready for His coming . This was necessary because the world is unable to receive the Holy Spirit because it is unable to see or know Him. (see John 14:17). As the life of Jesus on earth drew toward its close, a people had been made ready for the coming of the Holy Spirit. The believers were looking for His coming. 
m Jesus had to ascend to the Father. 
4. Read John 16:7. Why was it necessary for Jesus to ascend to the Father before the coming of the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
m The disciples had to wait at Jerusalem. Jesus made it clear at the Ascension that the disciples were to wait in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit. He knew they were not prepared to be the witnesses He needed. The disciples were obedient and waited about ten days before the Holy Spirit descended upon them on that first Pentecost. 
THE PURPOSE 
God had a purpose in baptizing the members of the Early Church in the Holy Spirit. This purpose is stated twice before Jesus' ascension. 
5. Read Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8. What was the purpose of Jesus and the Father in baptizing the members of the Early Church in the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Read Luke 24:46-48. Of what were the members of the Early Church to be witnesses? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Notice the change in Peter after he received the Holy Spirit. 
7. Read Matthew 26:74; John 20:9; and Acts 2:14-40. Give a brief description of Peter before being baptized in the Holy Spirit and after. Identify the change in his actions. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is not a limited experience. When brought before the Sanhedrin for healing and preaching repentance and remission of sins, Peter boldly testified to them. He was a part of the first " missionary" outreach. 
8. Read John 16:14. How does Jesus' statement about the Holy Spirit match up with the purpose of power for witnesses? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE PROOF [image: ]
Pentecostals believe that the initial evidence of being baptized in the Spirit is speaking in other tongues. By "speaking" in other tongues" we mean the supernatural empowerment to speak a language unknown and unlearned by the speaker. 
Why do Pentecostals set such an impossible sign as the evidence of being baptized in the Spirit? A more sub- jective evidence--such as being joyful or "blessed"--would be more within the reach of seekers. The answer is found in the Bible. Pentecostals believe that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a supernatural experience and that believers are actually filled by God the Holy Spirit. When this occurs, the individual speaks in other tongues as the Spirit enables him or her. The history of the Early Church gives several examples of Holy Spirit baptism with speaking in tongues as the initial evidence. 
q The Example Of Pentecost. About 120 believers were gathered together at Pentecost. 9. Read Acts 2:1-4. What evidences of the Holy Spirit are described in this passage? 
q The Example at Caesarea. The Gentiles at Caesarea were baptized in the Holy Spirit. Peter went there to minister to these Gentiles unsure of what God was going to do. He and other Jewish brothers witnessed God's outpouring of the Holy Spirit on these Gentile believers. 
10. Read Acts 10:44-46; 11:15-17; 15:8. By what evidence were Peter and his companions convinced these believers had been filled with the Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the chapter 11 and 15 references, what comment did Peter make regarding the Gentile's Baptism experience? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q The Example At Ephesus . When the Ephesians were baptized in the Holy Spirit, they spoke in other tongues, just as the believers had at Jerusalem and at Caesarea. (See Acts 19:6) 
q The Example of Paul . The apostle Paul was baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17). This account in Acts does not state that he spoke in tongues at that particular time but it does say Ananias was sent to him so Paul may be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
11. Read 1 Corinthians 14:18. What implication concerning Paul's baptism in the Holy Spirit is shared in this verse? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We must remember that in the Early Church there was no controversy about whether or not a person should speak in tongues when he or she received the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Such an argument arises only when we view the Early Church experiences from the distance of twenty centuries. 
q The Example of Samaria. Peter and John prayed for the Samaritan believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit, and the record indicates that they did (Acts 8:15, 17). Once again the account does not definitely state that there was evidence of speaking in tongues. Something marvelous and unique must have happened though to inspire Simon the sorcerer to want to buy the ability to give this gift (Acts 8:18-19). He and the other Samaritans had already seen miracles and healings take place (Acts 8:5-13). The receiving of the Holy Spirit by the Samaritan believers must have been evidenced by something amazing and different from what Simon had already seen. In light of the scriptural pattern, it probably was that the believers spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
q The Final Evidence. God bears witness to the baptism in the Spirit through the evidence of speaking in another language. He does it today, just as He did then. Hundreds of thousands of Pentecostals have received the Holy Spirit and have spoken in other tongues. While this is the first evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit, there is another ultimate, evidence of Spirit baptism. 
12. Read Acts 1:8, 5:29-32. What is the ultimate evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE PROVISION 
God has no favorites when He judges humankind; He has no favorites when He offers salvation; nor does He have favorites when He offers the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
13. Read Acts 2:38-39. For whom has God provided the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Is it limited to a particular time period? Explain______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY 
God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Early Church because He knew they could not accomplish the task of evangelizing the world for Him without the power of the Spirit. He wants each of us to be baptized in the Holy Spirit so we too can be powerful witnesses for Him. He wants us to be witnesses to the sufferings, death, and resurrection of Christ. He wants us to be witnesses to the need of repentance and to forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ. 
The Holy Spirit has been given to help us in our witnessing for the Lord. Let us accept the gift of the Holy Spirit He is offering to us. Let us be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Let's not stop with the initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit, but let's put to use the power we will receive to witness for Christ. 
LET'S REVIEW 
1. When was the Holy Spirit promised by the Father? By Jesus? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why was it part of God's plan to send His Son before He sent the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What was the purpose of Jesus and the Father in baptizing the members of the Early Church in the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Of what were the members of the Early Church to be witnesses? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. For whom has God provided the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why has God continued to baptize in the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




STUDY 2
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Pentecostals believe that the gifts given by God to the Early Church are still available to believers today. The gifts of the Spirit are the divinely appointed means by which the power received at the time of Baptism is manifested through those who receive. 
The primary purpose of the gifts of the Spirit is to edify or build up the Church, which is the body of Christ. The gifts are given by the Holy Spirit to individuals in the Church to be used for the good of all. 
God has provided specific instructions as to how these gifts are to be used in chapters 12, 13, and 14 of 1 Corinthians. He desires that we be knowledgeable concerning the nature and operations of the gifts of the Spirit so we can avoid fanaticism and confusion in our ministry to one another. 
THE PURPOSE OF THE GIFTS 
God does not want us to be ignorant of the gifts of the Holy Spirit or how they are to be used. God grants the spiritual gifts to individuals for a specific purpose. 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7. What is the purpose for which God distributes the gifts of the Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If we remember this truth, we will recognize that any use of the spiritual gifts which is opposed to this truth is not of God. If we know the purpose of the gifts, it will help us to use the gifts correctly. We must also remember this as we seek after spiritual gifts (which is what God wants us to do--see 1 Corinthians 12:31), we must want them for the right purpose. Self-exaltation is not a proper motive for desiring gifts of the Spirit. 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12. What foundational principles concerning spiritual gifts and their use are revealed in this passage? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Holy Spirit has distributed different spiritual gifts to different members of the Body, but each gift is to be used by its possessor for the good of the whole body of Christ. Different persons are used for the manifest- ation of different gifts, but no one who is used in a particular way can say he or she is more important than another person. Since we are like a body, each supporting and providing for the other, each gift is to be used as a ministry which will benefit the entire Church, not just one or a few members. 
THE NATURE OF THE GIFTS 
Nine gifts of the Spirit are identified in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. 
3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. On the lines below list the gifts of the Spirit identified. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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These gifts of the Spirit may be classified in three categories: 
(1) Those that impart power to know supernaturally --the word of wisdom, the word of know-, ledge, and the distinguishing between spirits. 
(2) Those that impart power to act supernaturally -- faith, healing, and miracles. 
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(3) Those that impart power to speak supernaturally -- prophecy, tongues, and interpretations of tongues. 
Each of the spiritual gifts contributes to the welfare of the Church. They are all given by the same Spirit. Here is a brief definition of the gifts of the Spirit mentioned in the 1 Corinthians reference. 
q The Word Of Wisdom. God has given this spiritual gift to some members of His Church to give guidance in a time of need. Those who exercise this gift speak the right word at the right time for the benefit of the Church. 
4. Read Acts 15:13-22. Describe how the works of wisdom was used in this account. What was the benefit to the Church? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q The Word Of Knowledge. The gift enables the Church to receive spiritual information which is needed. 
5. Read Acts 5:1-11. Describe how the word of knowledge was used in this account. How did it benefit the Church? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Distinguishing Between Spirits. This gift is to be used to determine whether or not an utterance is from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit reveals what kind of spirit, holy or unholy, is in operation in a persons' life or in a certain situation. It is not to test motives of other believers' actions. 
6. Read Matthew 24:4-5; 1 Timothy 4:1; and 1 John 4:1. According to these passages, why has the gift of distinguishing between spirits always been important to the Church, and all the more so now? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Faith. The gift of faith is not a savings faith, but rather faith directed toward some special end-- faith to do wonders. 
7. Read Acts 3:1-10. How does this passage illustrate the gift of faith? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Gifts of Healing. For the physical welfare of the Church, God has given to certain members of the Body gifts of healing. The literal Greek translation indicates the plural, "healings," and this seems to imply that provision has been made for the healing of different kinds of sicknesses and diseases. Prayer for healing is not limited to those who have this gift. There are numerous records of this gift in the Book of Acts. 
8. Read Acts 5:12-16. This passage records the spiritual results of physical healings. Summarize the results below. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Miracles. This gift of power to do miracles apparently does not include healings since they have already been mentioned as a special gift. These are deeds of supernatural power which alter the normal course of nature. Included would be acts in which God's kingdom is manifested against Satan and his demons. 
9. Summarize how the gift of miracles functioned as recorder in Acts 9:36-41. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Prophecy. Prophecy is distinct from revelation, from knowledge, and from doctrine (teaching). Although it may have an effect upon the unbeliever (1 Corinthians 14:24-25), prophecy is primarily for the Church and its members (1 Corinthians 14:4, 22). It is a message to others at a specific time to meet a specific need. (See Acts 21:8-11.) 
10. Read 1 Corinthians 14:3. What are the primary purposes of prophecy? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q Tongues. Although the gift of tongues is similar as a manifestation to speaking in tongues as an evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, it is different in purpose. As an evidence, speaking in tongues demonstrates that an individual is being baptized in the Holy Spirt; as a gift, speaking in tongues is for edifica- tion of the Church. Not everyone has the gift of tongues, just as all do not have the gifts of healing or of faith. 
q The Interpretation Of Tongues. This gift is necessary to the gift of tongues. It enables what has been said in a tongue to be understood by the entire Church, so all can profit from what has been said 
in tongues. 
11. Read 1 Corinthians 14:6, 13. What responsibility for using the gift of tongues does Paul give in these verses? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read 1 Corinthians 14:12, 16-17. Why is this responsibility necessary? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE USE OF THE GIFTS 
Misuse of spiritual gifts has frequently caused needless reproach. The problem, which still exists today among some sincere people, plagued the Corinthian church. We can learn much by taking heed to the principles God has given to govern the use of the gifts of the Spirit. 
 The gifts should be used intelligently. God expects us to be wise in the exercise of the gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1; 14:20). He wants us to grow up in our thinking. 
12. Read 1 Corinthians 14:32. What is being said here about exercising wisdom in regard to the use of spiritual gifts? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 The gifts should be used lovingly. The gifts should not be used maliciously. There should be no rivalry in their use, for rivalry promotes schisms or divisions in the body of Christ. 
13. Read 1 Corinthians 12:31 through 13:3. What is the "more excellent" way of operating in the spiritual gifts? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Or what use are the gifts of the Spirit without the above characteristics? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read 1 Corinthians 12:21-25. How will operating in the above fashion fulfill this passage? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 The gifts should be used for the good of all. Selfishness has no place in the use of the gifts. They should either be used for the common good, or should not be used at all in public. (See 1 Corinthians 14:27-28). 
 The gifts should be used in an orderly manner. Even in the realm of spiritual gifts God has divine order and a pattern. (See 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40). 
 The gifts should be used for edification. The gifts may be used privately for personal edification. 14. Read 1 Corinthians 14:12, 26. What do these verses instruct about the use of the gifts? 
As with anything God places into the hands of people, spiritual gifts can be misused. It is fruitless to try to contend that since spiritual gifts are "spiritual" they are never out of order. The Bible clearly shows that the opposite is true. At Corinth the gift of tongues was badly misused. Apparently the Corinthians indulged in speaking the tongues without interpretation. Although the individual speaking was edified, the church did not benefit because there was no understanding of what was being said (1 Corinthians 14:2-11; 16-17). Correctly used, speaking in tongues in a public assembly should be done in the Spirit and with understanding (1 Corinthians 14:14-15). 
Further, apparently many of the Corinthians were speaking in tongues at the same time. Such behavior did not profit the church. 
15. Read 1 Corinthians 14:23. What impression might an unbeliever get by witnessing many believers speaking in tongues without interpretation? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the danger in this? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This does not mean that persons should not speak in tongues at prayer time around the altar, after the preaching is finished. The problem at Corinth was that the preacher had no opportunity to proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Confusion in the congregation brought about through abuse of the gift of tongues made preaching impossible. Thus the individual who came to church to learn about God could not do so. 
There was also an excess of speaking in tongues. To correct this condition, Paul instructed that the number of utterances be limited to two or three (1 Corinthians 14:27). 
The gift of prophecy was also being misused. They were all prophesying at the same time and there was a reluctance to give others an opportunity to prophesy. The Corinthians were a zealous, but unwise, congregation. 
16. Read 1 Corinthians 14:29-32. What instructions or limitations, if any, did Paul share with the Corinthians concerning using the gift of prophecy? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Read 1 Corinthians 14:39-40. What exhortation did Paul leave with the Corinthians regarding spiritual gifts? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After his corrections, Paul made certain they were not intimidated in the use of their gifts. A person who utterly neglects spiritual gifts is no wiser than the person who abuses them. 
THE VALUE OF THE GIFTS 
The gifts of the Spirit are extremely important for the spiritual life of the Church. All the spiritual gifts are valuable and are God's provision for the Church. 
18. Read 1 Corinthians 12:31 and 14:1. What encouragement does Paul give the members of the Corinthian church? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paul was aware of the value of the gifts. This does not mean all gifts are equally valuable at the same time. Indeed, some of the gifts may be out of place in certain situations and precisely right in others. 
19. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5, 18. How does Paul indicate the difference in value of some of the gifts? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What seems to be his reasoning for this valuation? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY 
The Church should possess the gifts of the Spirit. By the gifts, God comes directly upon the scene in a church service, encourages or warns, and edifies in a unique way. However, the gifts are to be used in the right way, that is, intelligently, lovingly, for the good of all, in an orderly manner, and for edification. The gifts have been given to us for the building up of the body of Christ. 
The gifts which the Spirit gives, through which the Lord ministers, and through which the Father operates, are too valuable, too precious to be misused. With so many warnings against misuse, how can a person know whether or not he or she is moving in God's will when feeling compelled to exercise a spiritual gift? If that individual honestly endeavors to use his or her gift within the guidelines of love, intelligence, order, and edification for the good of all, he or she will not misuse that gift. 
God desires for us to earnestly seek after spiritual gifts. If we ask God to be used in such a way, He will grant our desire to be used. We should, by faith, expect to receive. As Pentecostal believers, let us use these gifts to build the body of Christ in love. 
LET'S REVIEW 
1. What are the five principles that should guide usage of the gifts of the Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is it important that we remember God intends the spiritual gifts to be used for the good of all? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the purpose of the gift of distinguishing between spirits? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What gift(s) are you actively seeking or using? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








STUDY 3
DIVINE HEALING
Is there any truth to reports of divine healing? Does God still heal people today? Are the healings we hear about merely psychological in nature? Questions such as these are asked by countless people these days as reports of divine healing circulate among believers. To find the answers we again look to the Word of God, for it is our standard of faith and conduct. There we find definite teachings on the matter of divine healing. 
As Pentecostals, we believe that God heals today just as He did during Old Testament and New Testament times. It is logical to believe that God, who is able to redeem the immortal souls of humanity can also heal our mortal bodies. Certainly God who can give spiritual health can also give physical health. 
SIN AND SICKNESS The Origin of Sickness 
As we look at divine healing, the first question that comes to mind is, "Why do we get sick?" A simple answer is that a virus, germ, or infection is the cause. But we must look beyond these reasons and consider why people, made by God, are plagued by sickness. Why did God allow sickness to come into His creation? The answer to this question reveals the true cause of sickness. 
1. Read Genesis 2:17 and 3:17, 19. What penalty was decreed in these verses? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-55. When will sickness no longer be a danger for human beings? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Satan and Sickness 
Disease and sickness can also be the result of affliction by Satan. When people live in sin, they bring them- selves into slavery to Satan, earning for themselves the wages of sin which is death. 
3. Read Romans 6:23 and Ephesians 2:1-2; 4:18. What picture of people living in sin is painted in these verse? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The sickness which some people experience may be but a precursor to the spiritual death which is theirs because of their sins. 
But can Satan attack a believer with sickness and disease? The account of Job is a good example of how Satan, only with God's permission, can afflict a believer with sickness and disease. 
4. Read Job 1:8-10 What is recorded about God's protection of His people against Satan? 5. Read Job 1:9-11. What was Satan's opinion of why Job served God? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God knew Job's heart and motives better than Satan so He gave Satan permission to take away all that Job had, but he could not touch Job's physical being. God wanted to demonstrate to Satan that His people did not serve Him only because of His favors. 
6. Read Job 1:13-19. In what ways did Satan afflict Job? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now read Job 1:20-22. How did Job respond? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Job's reaction frustrated Satan. He presented himself before God once again, and once again God commended Job. Satan then asked for permission to attack Job's body. He was certain that physical affliction would cause Job to turn away from God. So God allowed a physical affliction. 
7. Read job 2:7-10. After gaining further permission from God to do so, what does Satan do to Job? Reread verses 9 and 10. How does Job respond to this affliction? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Job's experience vividly demonstrates to us that God protects the believer (Job 1:10), that Satan cannot afflict a believer without God's permission (Job 1:12 and 2:6), and that when sickness or trouble strikes, the believer must remember that God in His love has permitted it (Job 2:10). Those within the hedge of God's protection cannot be touched without God's permission. When God does allow Satan to afflict a Christian, it is always as part of His divine purpose which is being worked out in the believer's life. 
8. Read Job 42:5. What confession concerning his relationship to God does Job make after going through this experience? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God does not allow Satan to afflict Christians on a whim. He always has a purpose. The Christian who is being tested can be assured that all things will work together for good (Romans 8:28). This promise is for all who love God. 
SIN AND PUNISHMENT 
Sometimes physical problems are punishments for sin. Just as death entered into the world because of the sin of Adam and Eve, sickness and disease can come upon people because they sin. The Bible contains numerous examples of this principle. 
9. Read Numbers 12:1-2, 9-10; 2 Chronicles 21:5-6, 18-19; 2 Chronicles 26:3-5, 16, 19-21; and Acts 12:21-23. Identify on the lines below the four individuals who were punished by God, the affliction each one received, and the sin committed. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Two of the above individuals were in the custom of living lives that were pleasing to God. In Miriam's circum- stance, one instance of rebellion caused her to be stricken with leprosy. Because of Moses' petition to God, her her leprosy was a temporary condition. For Uzziah power and success brought pride. He went so far as to go into the holy place to burn incense, which was an act reserved only for the priests. (See Numbers 18-1-7.) This act was punishable by death. For Uzziah it meant living out his life as a leper in solitude, being unable to ever go into the temple of the Lord again, being stripped of his power, and being buried separately from the other kings, because of his leprosy--the punishment for his sin (2 Chronicles 26:21-23). 
But Christ came into the world to eliminate sickness by negating the sin that caused it. His work while on the earth was a preview of the accomplishments of the Cross. 
GOD AND HEALING 
Some people think that because there are many references to healing in the Old Testament dealing with spiritual health that any mention of healing means deliverance from sin. David was aware of the need for such spiritual healing. He knew that healing for the soul could be found only in God's forgiveness of his sins. So he called out to God for deliverance from the sickness of sin (Psalm 41:4). 
Isaiah knew that Israel was afflicted with the sickness of sin and needed healing from God (Isaiah 6:9-10). Matthew's quotation of the passage from Isaiah clearly fixes the responsibility for sin-sickness upon the people (Matthew 13:12, 14-15). 
Jeremiah saw the need for spiritual healing. In Jeremiah 8:22 he cries out for a balm or a physician that could help Israel. A balm is an ointment with soothing, healing properties. Jeremiah knew that something was needed to restore Israel to spiritual health. 
10. Read Jeremiah 14:19-20; 17:14; and 46:11. What did Jeremiah recognize as the source of Israel's soul sickness? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What confidence did Jeremiah have for Israel if they would return to God? Whom did Jeremiah know was the only source of spiritual healing? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God has provided for our souls the kind of healing that is necessary for sin in the stripes of Christ, if we will turn to Him for it (1 Peter 2:24-25). But is God interested in the physical welfare of individuals? 
11. Read Psalm 103:3 and Jeremiah 17:14. What do these verses say about God's concern for people's well- being? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Read 2 Kings 5:14; 20:1-3, 5; Matthew 8:5-13; and Mark 1:32-34. On the lines below list the instances of God's healing recorded in these passages. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In all the recorded incidents of healing in the Bible, God was not a respecter of persons. He healed Jews and Gentiles in both Old and New Testament times. 
Most accounts indicate that we should approach Christ with humility and a willingness to do whatever He ask of us. 
But the question for now might be, "Does God still heal today?" The Bible does not place a limit on the power of God to heal. He healed in biblical times; He heals today. 
13. Read James 5:14-16. James gives specific advice in each verse for the person seeking healing. Identify those pieces of advice on the lines below. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BELIEVERS AND HEALTH 
God desires that believers be both spiritually and physically healthy. A spiritually healthy Christian will be concerned about remaining physically healthy. (See 3 John 2.) 
14. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Why should Christians be concerned about their physical health? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Read Daniel 1:8, 12-16; Titus 2:2-3, 6, 11-12; and 2 Peter 1:5-8. What do these Scripture passages teach us about maintaining a healthy physical body? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What result can we expect if we follow the admonition of these passages? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. Read Matthew 14:13, 22-23; Mark 1:35; 6:31-32, 45-46; and Luke 5:15-16; 6:12. What example did Jesus set for us during His time on earth? (List the various ways He took care of himself and His disciples.) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUMMARY 
If one is tempted to say that the day of miracles is past, he or she need only listen to the testimonies of thousands of people who have been healed by the power of God. Tens of thousands have believed the simple passage, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8, NIV). They have proof from the Bible that Jesus healed in days past, and as they believe God, they have proof in their own bodies that He still heals today. 
Christ's ministry has not changed. While here on earth, He did many good things and healed many people. He desires to do the same today for those who will come to Him in faith. He offers hope for the sick and suffering person. 
Christians should live so that they will never have to ask God to heal them for something they could have avoided by living a life of self-control. Spiritual health and physical health often go hand-in-hand. But phys- ical health should not be an indication of Christians' spiritual health. Some could be experiencing the highest compliment of all -- God allowing Satan to test them, because He knows they will stand firm in their faith. 
LET'S REVIEW 
1. In what two ways is God interested in healing people? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Can Satan afflict the believer with sickness and disease? Explain. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What was Job's response to the afflictions with which Satan attacked him? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What other reasons are there for a believer to have sickness in his or her life? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How is spiritual health related to physical health? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Is God able to heal today? Support your response with Scripture. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




STUDY 4
STEWARDSHIP
Every Christian is a steward of God, accountable to Him for that stewardship. So what does it mean to be a Christian steward? Basically, it means Christians are managers of the earthly goods which God has committed to their care. They are responsible for the way they use those things entrusted to them. 
This stewardship is based on two fundamental facts: (1) Everything a believer possesses comes from God; and (2) Everything a believer has should be consecrated or dedicated to God. Christians are to be good stewards of God's money, time, energy, health -- everything they have or possess. 
When tithing, it is important that we do not think we are giving God a part of what we earn. We must remember that we only have what God gives us. A better view is to realize that we are actually keeping 90 percent of His money for ourselves. 
THE SOURCE OF STEWARDSHIP 
What is a steward? The Greek word we translate steward actually means "manager of a household." During the time of the Early Church, stewards managed the property of other individuals. 
1. Read Luke 12:42 and 16:1-2. How does one become a steward? How long does one remain a steward? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How can these two concepts be applied to Christian stewardship? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Read Deuteronomy 8:10-12, 17-18. What warning and then reminder does God give the Israelites in this passage? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does God cite as the reason for His reminder (vv.12-14)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Read Hosea 2:5, 8-9, 12. How did God punish Israel for her unfaithfulness? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What justification did He give for this punishment? 
In the New Testament, Jesus told a parable about a rich man who forgot that his wealth came from God. This man refused to consider himself as a steward of God. 
4. Read Luke 12:16-19. What is evident about this man's opinion of himself? Read Luke 12:20-21. What is God's reaction to the rich man's plans? How could the rich man have avoided this punishment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE RESPONSIBLIITES OF STEWARDSHIP 
A steward has an obligation to the one who appointed him or her. The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers concerning the requirement of their stewardship. 
5. Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-2. What is required of stewards? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. What was the economic status of the Macedonians? Identify the areas, in their giving, for which Paul commended the Macedonians. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Read Luke 21:1-4. How did Jesus use the account of the poor widow to demonstrate faithfulness in stewardship? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus was a faithful steward also. His life is an example to follow. He gave up far more than any human could ever be expected to relinquish when He came from heaven to earth to redeem us from sin. 
8. Read John 17:5; 2 Corinthians 8:9; and Philippians 2:5-8. What were the things Jesus gave up so that we could be saved? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Considering the magnitude of what Christ gave up, how can Christians refuse to give up the little we have? 
God expects Christians to be faithful to the responsibilities of our stewardship. He wants us to use the earthly treasurers which He has committed to our care to provide for our eternal future. It seems that too many people live beyond their incomes in order to look good to those around them. Easy credit facilitates this trend and people get in over their heads. Does it seem right when some Christians say they can't pay their tithes; but it's because they have overextended themselves and spent their money elsewhere? Does poor decision-making justify robbing from God (Malachi 3:9)? 
It's all too easy to get caught up in this whirlwind. Most of our generation has grown up with not only enough, but more than enough. It takes strong Christian character to keep our balance. We need to be careful not to judge them, but to try to guide. 
9. Read Matthew 6:24-34. What does Jesus say about loving God and money? What assurance does Christ give us concerning our care? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What should be our first priority in life? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As Christians we must keep the right balance between legitimate ambition and spiritual dedication. We must make money our servant; never our master. We should see our blessings as more opportunities to bless others for God's kingdom. 
Some Christians don't pay tithes (one-tenth of their income) because they think tithing is legalistic. While God did establish His design for stewardship in the Mosaic law, it was practiced before the Law was given. 
10. Read Genesis 14:18-20 and Hebrews 7:1-2. What account is related in these Scripture passages and who were the parties involved? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Read Genesis 28:20-22. In the statement of his vow, how did Jacob demonstrate understanding of stewardship to God? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Both of these men demonstrated faithful stewardship of what God had given them, before the Law was even recorded. When Jesus came, He gave an exhortation concerning tithing, using as example the legalistic Pharisees themselves. 
12. Read Matthew 5:20 and 23:23. How did Jesus emphasize the importance of tithing in the Matthew 5:20 reference? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Read 1 Corinthians 16:2, 2 Corinthians 8:7-8, 10-12; 9:7. Paul gives several instructions to the Corinthian Christians regarding their giving. On the lines below list these guidelines. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As God gives, the believer should give back to God. Every Christian should remember that he or she cannot out give God. And we can't use the excuse that we don't make enough to tithe. God holds us responsible for what we have, not for what we don't have. God expects us to be faithful in our giving as well as to give with the proper attitude. 
THE RESULTS OF STEWARDSHIP 
"What's in it for me?" is not the proper attitude for giving to the Lord for the accomplishment of His work. God has promised, however, He will give certain things to those who are faithful stewards. 
Blessing 
God has promised to give back to those who give to Him. The blessing is both physical and spiritual. 
14. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6, 8, 10-11. What does this passage say about receiving physical blessings from God as a result of our giving? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
For what purpose does He bless us? 15. Read 2 Corinthians 9:12-14. What spiritual blessings result from faithful giving? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fellowship 
Good stewardship is also a form of fellowship. Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition defines fellowship as a "community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience." Another way of stating this could be "people sharing in an interest, activity, feeling, or experience." 
16. Read 2 Corinthians 8:4 and Philippians 1:7. How did Paul refer to the giving of the Macedonian churches? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is this a form of fellowship? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Service 
Not every Christian can preach, lead singing, teach the Bible, or conduct a formal worship service. But every Christian can join in the form of Christian service which stewardship provides. Christians who work all week in careers outside the church can transform some of the hours of that week into service for Christ by giving money earned to the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has provided all believers this opportunity for service. 
Testimony 
Good stewardship is one of the best and most genuine ways a Christian can testify of his or her love for Christ. Words are cheep, but when backed with a generous love gift, there is a ring of sincerity to one's testimony. On the other hand, people who speak often of their great love for Christ but fail to assume their responsibility as a steward of Christ, demonstrate a lack of genuine interest in Christ's work. 
17. Read Matthew 10:8 and Luke 6:38. What do these passages admonish us to do? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What should be our motivation? What will be the result? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Read 1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Psalm 44:21; Luke 16:15; and 1 Corinthians 4:5. What do these verses tell us about how God judges us and our actions? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUMMARY 
Stewardship is not an option. It is a command and a necessity. True spirituality and financial giving have always gone hand-in-hand. The handling of money is the acid test of character. Some Christians who have done well in other areas have failed in this one. 
Doing anything worthwhile in life takes determination. Tithing takes a lot of it. People who have never practiced tithing may grow panicky at the thought of giving away one-tenth of their income before spending any on themselves. They may look at bills and say, "I can't get along with nine-tenths! I need ten-tenths, and even more." But multitudes of tithers could rise up and testify that God has a miraculous way of making the nine-tenths go farther than the ten-tenths. 
More self-discipline is probably required in the management of money than any other realm. It takes real determination to take out the Lord's tenth every payday before making any personal expenditures. And remember, God loves a cheerful giver. Just stop and think about all He has given you. That ought to help your attitude! [image: ]
LET'S REVIEW 


1. What is a steward? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the source (the basis) of Christian stewardship? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What characteristic must a steward have? Whom did Jesus use as an example of this? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. In 1 Corinthians 16 and 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, what instructions did Paul give regarding giving? [image: ]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What results come from faithful giving? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







STUDY 5
MISSIONS
Originally, everyone on earth knew about God, but gradually people deliberately turned away from their Creator. When this began to happen, each succeeding generation knew less about God than the generation which preceded it. Only effective missionary work throughout the world can restore the knowledge of God to those who have lost it. 
When we talk about the world being the mission field, we must not neglect our own country. Missions involves both foreign and home ministries. We can support both arms of missions financially and through prayer. The important thing is that we do support missions. 
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We all are not called to give our lives entirely over to the active missionary work. But in one sense, all Christians are missionaries, for a missionary is a person sent out with the job of preaching or sharing the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Each one of us is a missionary where we work, to our neighbors, to our families, and to our friends. We are all a part of God's missions plan. 
THE NEED FOR MISSIONS 
It seems odd that a world, fashioned by God, must be told about its Creator. But it does. As we learned earlier, all people have sinned and all can be saved. Therein lies the reason for missions and missionaries. 
What is a missionary? In the broadest sense of the term, a missionary is a person sent on a mission or errand. In a more restricted sense, a missionary is a person sent forth with the mission of preaching the gospel of Christ so that people who need Christ might be saved. 
The need for missionaries is as old as sin, which produced the need for salvation. Whenever and wherever people have sinned, they have needed to be told about Christ. 
1. Read Romans 1:20-25. Why do people need God? 
What is God's response to their desires? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The people of the world knew about God at one time. They knew Him as their Creator and yet they still turned away from Him. They exchanged the glory of God for the images of animals and people. And they taught their children in the same way. 
Traditional idol worship is only one way people today choose to turn their backs on their Creator. The world offers a variety of distractions to pull people away from God. Idolatry is defined as anything someone allows to take priority over his or her relationship with the one true God. Our relationship to God is to be first in our lives; anything that takes His place becomes an object of worship or an idol. (See Exodus 20:3 and Deuteronomy 6:5). For ease of reading, the terms idol(s), idolatry, and idol worship will be used to refer to those things to which people give more attention than to God. 
2. What are some specific things that have become idols within our present culture? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-7. What is the result of generations of people worshiping idols and gods other than the one true God? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Read Deuteronomy 5:7-9. What is God's emotion concerning idolatry? Why might He feel this way? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the consequence of idolatry? How have you seen this worked out in the lives of friends and acquaintances? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Idolatry is self-perpetuating. When people choose to worship idols, they are not only choosing idol worship for themselves, but they are also choosing idol worship for their children and their grandchildren. When adults turn to worshiping idols, soon the knowledge of the truth of God is no longer a part of their family heritage, and their children and grandchildren know only idol worship as a way of life. Innocent children suffer when their parents voluntarily turn from God. They are taught the errors of their parents and the truth of God is hidden from their sight. 
In Deuteronomy, God warns parents about the lasting effects of their sins. Children of an alcoholic suffer for that person's sins. The family of a convicted criminal is punished because of his or her iniquity. God does not arbitrarily punish children whose parents sin, but He does warn people that their sins do not die with them. Disobedience and unrighteousness are seeds that bear a frightful harvest. 
The principle that our actions produce consequences is true in our own lives. Every decision we make has eternal consequences. We should continually seek to find and do God's will. It is not only our own spiritual welfare which depends upon this, but the eternal destiny of our family and our acquaintances. 
5. Read Joshua 24:2. What does this Scripture passage tell us about the spiritual condition of Abraham's people and country? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 12:1-3. How did God direct Abraham in response to this idolatry? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did God promise Abraham? For what purpose did He draw Abraham out? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Beginning with His appearance to Abraham, God began to reveal himself in a new way to all of humanity through Abraham and his descendants, the Jews. God called Abraham out of idolatry to make a nation which could retain His truth. He promised to bless all the people of the world through Abraham's descendants. The Jews were to be God's missionaries to the idol-worshipping world. 
6. Read Exodus 19:5-6. What was God's ultimate desire for the nation of Israel? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Read 1 Samuel 8:5-7, 19-20. How did Israel want to be perceived?By choosing this behavior, what was Israel doing to God? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE COMMAND FOR MISSIONS 
Who has received the call to become a missionary? Was it merely ancient Israel? Is it only those persons who go from our churches as missionaries to foreign fields? A look at the Bible will show us exactly who Christ has called to be a missionary. 
8. Read Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:15. To whom was Jesus speaking in this passage? Read Luke 24:45. What did Jesus do for these missionaries before sending them out? Read Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8. What did He promise to send to them before they began their ministry? Read Mark 16:16-17. What signs (of power) would confirm the gospel they preached? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Read Luke 24:47 and Acts 1:8. What pattern of missionary strategy was given in these passages? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Read Acts 2:1-4, 14. What group of people was being witnessed to in this passage? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Acts 8:1. To where was the gospel taken in this verse? Read Acts 11:19-20. Now to where was the gospel taken? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The missionary commission was being fulfilled. Jesus' command was being pursued by the twelve apostles and many others. 
11. Read Acts 8:1, 4. Who does this passage indicate was preaching the Word? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The missionary command was being fulfilled by every believer who, because of Jewish persecution, had been forced to leave Jerusalem. They shared the Word of God wherever they went. An example of this was Phillip, the deacon (Acts 6:5), who carried the gospel to Samaria (Acts 8:5) and many other cities, including Caesarea (Acts 8:40). He also witnessed to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-35). 
12. Read Acts 13:1-2. Who was perhaps the most surprising yet quite effective missionary of the Early Church? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Read Matthew 24:14 and Mark 13:10. When will the missionary effort be completed? Who is responsible to continue this work? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus shared the time when the missionary command would be fulfilled. How will this be accomplished? Can we sit idly by and shrug off our missionary responsibility? Stop and consider what your situation might be if someone hadn't taken the time to share the truth of Jesus with you or your family. Each of us has come to Christ because of a missionary spirit and enthusiasm that always burns where sincere Christians follow the leading of their Lord. 
Today, it is our responsibility to obey the command of Christ. Everyone must take the message of Christ's saving grace to the world. We must make God known; we cannot allow ourselves to fail, as Israel did. 
THE PARTNERSHIP IN MISSIONS 
We cannot all leave our homes and go with the gospel, but we can all have a part in the great missionary partnership that encompasses the globe. The missions effort must be supported, financially and with prayer, so some of us must fulfill that task. 
In the last session, we looked at the good stewardship of the Macedonian churches. Their generosity earned words of praise from the apostle Paul when he wrote to the Corinthian believers. Probably the most generous of these Macedonian churches was the church at Philippi. 
14. Read Philippians 1:3, 5 and 4:10, 14-16, 18. How does Paul commend the Philippian church? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What indication does he give about their previous involvement in his ministry? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does he describe their missionary giving? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Through Paul's writing we learn a valuable truth: Those who contribute to missionary programs are partners with the missionaries in obeying the command of Christ recorded in Matthews 28:19. We can't all physically go to the field--home or abroad--but we can go through the vehicle of missionary giving. 
15. Read Philippians 4:17-19. According to Paul, what benefits will come to those who support missions? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUMMARY 
[image: ] [image: ]
Jesus has given a command to preach His gospel in all the world. The apostles and the Early Church started the missionary effort. Believers throughout history have perpetuated it. We must take up the responsibility to continue the effort to reach our world. 
We must remember that we live our lives only once, as do the many lost people around us and far away from us. We have only one chance to serve Christ in this life. Some will have a call from the Lord to go to the mission field. But those who do not receive the call to go should take advantage of opportunities to pray for and give to missionaries and the missionary efforts in which they are involved. By doing so, they will later reap an eternal and abundant harvest. 
[image: ] [image: ]
LET'S REVIEW 
[image: ] [image: ]
1. What is idolatry? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did idolatry come into existence? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why did God establish the nation of Israel through Abraham? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How were the Israelites to behave? (See Deuteronomy 14:2 and 26:18, KJV). How should we behave in our society? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. To whom does the missionary command in Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:15 apply? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How can we all be involved in the missionary command? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





STUDY 6
PERSONAL EVANGELISM
When people surrender their lives to Christ, they take possession of the greatest gift available--the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is not a gift to be hoarded. Jesus has commanded believers to share His gospel with the whole world. 
Every Christian is sent out by Christ to proclaim the good news. We are evangelists--bearers of glad tidings. 
Witnessing is a bit of a scary endeavor to most of us though. But it becomes less intimidating as we learn more about God and the Scriptures and become sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit to direct us to opportunities. We need to understand being a witness is a privilege. We are representatives of the Almighty Lord, sharing His life-saving gift. We must be obedient to Christ's command. God will change people's lives 
OBEY THE LORD 
Obedience to the Lord is one key to successful witnessing for Christ. If we are to become successful witnesses for Christ, we must not only obey Christ by witnessing, but we must also obey Him in other ways. An example of someone who obeyed God is Philip. 
1. Read Acts 21:8. What title is given to Philip? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Read Acts 6:3-5. How else might Philip have been identified? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2. Read Acts 8:5. Why was Philip identified as an evangelist? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. Think about a person who is in deep trouble and needs the hope offered through Jesus. Write that person's name below. Pray for an opportunity share the gospel message with him or her. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Philip became an evangelist as did every other member of the Church during that time. It's no wonder the Church grew so rapidly in its early days! Imagine what might happen if each of us did our part in evangelizing our world. Philip was an evangelist among evangelists. Even though every member of the Church is an evangelist, Philip is referred to as "Philip, the evangelist." 
4. Read Acts 8:6-8, 12. What resulted from Philip's ministry in Samaria? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5. Read Acts 8:14-17. What happened next to the church in Samaria? How might what was happening in Samaria be described today? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The news of Philip's success as a witness for Christ carried to Jerusalem. It was important for the believers in Samaria to be fully equipped to be witnesses themselves. The apostles did not want them to be without the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The success in Samaria occurred because Philip obeyed the Lord. Jesus had commanded Christians to go into all the world and proclaim the gospel. Philip had obeyed the Lord, proclaiming the good news in Samaria. 
After such a successful campaign, we might expect Philip to relax and feel he had done his part. But his obedience to the Lord did not end in Samaria. 
6. Read Acts 8:26-27. What direction did Philip receive? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________How did Philip respond? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The Lord presented Philip with another opportunity to obey Him. And again he obeyed. The Scripture text in Acts 8:27 implies an immediate response to do what God had directed him. Both verbs used in the text are in the Greek aorist tense, which suggest prompt obedience. So in the midst of a revival in Samaria, Philip removed himself and went down to the southernmost desert road which joined Jerusalem with Gaza. 
If we are to be successful witnesses for Christ, we must learn to obey God's leading. We cannot say that tomorrow will be as good a time as today to speak to that friend about Christ. If the Spirit impresses us to speak now, we must immediately obey. We cannot tell what is going on in the heart of that person. Only God knows. If He tells us to act, we had better obey. As we obey God's directions, He will provide opportunities for us to witness just as He provided opportunities for Philip. Continued successful soul winning demands obedience to the Lord. Philip obeyed the Lord. 
The Ethiopian eunuch was to provide Philip with another opportunity to witness for Christ, although that was not yet known to Philip. Philip was to receive that opportunity because he obeyed the Lord. 
LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT 
Another key to successful soul winning is listening to the directions of the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit speaks, we must listen. 
Notice that when the Lord guided Philip, He did not tell him everything at once. The angel which appeared to Philip merely told him to go. He had to obey God's first instructions before he received any further direction. 
Philip obeyed the Lord and proceeded to the desert road which connected Jerusalem with Gaza. When he arrived at the road, Philip did not know what the Lord would have him to do next. He saw a chariot traveling in the direction of Egypt, and in the chariot, a man reading out load. Still Philip did not know what the Lord wanted him to do. 
7. Read Acts 8:29-30. What instruction did Philip receive from the Holy Spirit? 
[image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________What was Philip's reaction to the Holy Spirit's direction? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Some Christians never witness because they are afraid they will not know the right thing to say. They want to know at the very beginning how the whole thing is going to turn out. God does not always tell us this. He gives us one step to take at a time. We have to walk in faith, following the Spirit. But when we do this, we will be amazed at how marvelously everything works out. 
Sensitivity to the voice of the Holy Spirit is a quality which should be cultivated by every witness for Christ. We cannot obey Christ unless we hear Him speak through His Spirit. When He speaks, we must obey Him 
unquestioningly. He is able to lead us to the right place at the right time to meet the right person. If we hesitate or delay, we might lose an opportunity; we might lose a soul along with it. When the Holy Spirit says, "Go," we must do just that. Our obedience to the promptings of the Holy Spirit will help to make us effective witnesses. 
USE THE SCRIPTURES 
The man riding in the chariot was an Ethiopian. He was an important man in his country, being in charge of the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia. He was returning to Ethiopia after having been in Jerusalem. 
8. Read acts 8:27-28. Why had the Ethiopian been in Jerusalem? What was the Ethiopian doing when Philip was told to go to him? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________What can we infer about the condition of the Ethiopian's heart from this passage? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________9. Read Acts 8:30-31, 34. What did Philip ask the Ethiopian when he heard him reading out loud? What was the Ethiopian's response? What question did he ask Philip? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________An unsaved person may not always recognize the plan of salvation from reading the Bible. Sometimes a Christian is needed to explain the need for salvation and exactly how to be saved. We need to consider our own conversions. Did we come to Christ by simply reading the Bible, or did another Christian guide us? Christ did not leave just the Word in the world to spread the gospel; He left Spirit-filled Christians who love the Word to preach, teach, and witness. Philip was such a person. 
Philip, the evangelist, did not have to be asked twice. The Lord had commanded him; the Spirit had spoken to him; the Ethiopian had asked him. So Philip shared Christ. 
10. Read Acts 8:35-38. How did Philip share the truth of Christ with the Ethiopian? What was the result of Philip's witnessing? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Philip was able to use the Scripture in witnessing because he knew the Scripture. He was able to help the Ethiopian understand the Scripture because he himself understood the Scripture. If Philip had not known Isaiah was prophesying of Christ, he could not have answered the eunuch's sincere inquiry. 
Knowing and using the Scripture is an additional key to evangelism. This is the most effective way we can witness. Sure we can tell others about our personal experiences, but we must also be able to point hungry souls to the Word of God. How familiar are we with the Bible? Would we be able to sit down with someone and share God's plan for redemption using the Scripture as our guide? 
Philip was able to make an excellent presentation of the gospel using the Isaiah passage the eunuch was reading even though it had been written about seven hundred years before Christ. The passage from Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12 is sometimes called the "gospel in prophecy." 
11. Read Isaiah 53:4-6; 10. Identify which verse(s) in this passage relate to the key elements of the gospel message listed below. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________All have sinned. All deserve punishment. Christ took our punishment. We can make Christ our offering for sin and obtain life. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________SUMMARY 
Witnessing for Christ is an act of obedience to Christ's command to preach the gospel to all people. As we become obedient to God's leading and sensitive to the direction of the Holy Spirit, we will find there are a lot of opportunities to witness--a lot of hurting, searching people. 
How can we improve our obedience and ability to follow the Holy Spirit's leading? We must develop our relationship with God by spending time talking with Him, reading His Word (Him talking to us), and giving Him the opportunity to guide us by learning to be still and listen. Then we will be able to see the opportunities to help people understand the good news and lead those individuals to Christ. 
LET'S REVIEW 
1. Define evangelist. Specifically, who is an evangelist? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2. What are the three keys to successful witnessing outlined in this study? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. What did Philip preach in Samaria? What were the results? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4. What can we learn about God's direction and timing and the witness' obedience from the account of the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-37? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5. How can Christians develop the three key traits of a successful witness? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




STUDY 7
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
Christians have looked forward to the second coming of Christ ever since He ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. Christ's second coming is the precious hope of the Church. Songs and sermons have been written about Christ's second coming throughout Christian history. 
Jesus did not set a time for His return to earth. Through the ages, Christians have hoped He might come during their lifetime. They have endeavored to obey Christ's instructions to "watch and pray" in anti- cipation of the day when He will break through the heavens in His triumphant return. 
He has not yet returned, but the day of His coming is nearer now than when He first promised to come back. Signs of the times indicate the nearness of His return more vividly than ever before. We may be the ones who are alive when Christ returns! 
[image: ] [image: ]
THE FACT OF HIS COMING 
[image: ] [image: ]
Jesus mentioned the fact of the Second Coming many times prior to His death and resurrection. The number of times He mentioned the Second Coming gives some indication of its importance in the plan of God. 
Jesus began referring to the Second Coming at Caesarea Philippi, about six months before His death. 
1. Read Matthew 16:27. What does this passage teach us about the Second Coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Jesus began teaching about the Second Coming when He began teaching about His death. While His death meant He would be absent from His disciples, the Second Coming meant that Christ would return for His disciples. One would introduce a period of separation; the other will conclude the period of separation. 
2. Read John 14:3. How does Jesus join the teachings concerning His leaving and returning in this Scripture passage? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________After Caesarea Philippi, Jesus referred to the Second Coming many times. Some of those times were in direct statements; others of them were in parables. 
3. Read Matthew 24:3-28; Luke 12:35-40; 17:22-35; and 19:12-27. What instructions does Jesus give His disciples regarding His second coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The fact of Christ's second coming was confirmed often after His death, resurrection, and ascension. The apostles often referred to it with confirmation and exhortation. 
4. Read Hebrews 10:37; James 5:7-8; 1 Peter 1:4-13; 4:13; 5:4; 2 Peter 3:3-18; 1 John 3:2; Jude 14-15; Revelation 1:7; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20. In what specific ways did the apostles encourage or instruct the Church regarding Jesus' second coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5. Read 1 Corinthians 1:8; 15:22-28, 35, 49-58; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 6:13-16; 2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 2:11-13. What further witness of the Second Coming does Paul give in these Scripture passages? 
[image: ] [image: ]
THE NATURE OF HIS COMING 
[image: ] [image: ]
How will the Lord return? In what manner will He come back to earth? These questions have occupied many people. The Bible speaks clearly concerning the nature of Christ's return. We don't have to guess about it. At the time of Jesus' ascension, the two men who spoke to the disciples told them two important facts about how He would return. 
6. Read Acts 1:9-11. What does the phrase "this same Jesus" mean? (see 1 Thessalonians 4:16 for help.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The understanding of this phrase is extremely important. Uncertainty has caused a variety of misconceptions regarding the Second Coming. The Bible clearly refutes each argument for an alternative view of Jesus' literal, physical second coming. 
Some contend the Second Coming occurs for each Christian as he or she dies. 
7. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Who (living, dead, or both) will be a part of the Second Coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________How does knowing who will be a part of the Second Coming negate the argument that each Christian experiences the Second Coming upon dying? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________On whose authority does Paul give this information (v. 15?) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Others believe the Second Coming refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
8. Read John 14:16, 26; 16:7; and Acts 2:32-33. How do these passages demonstrate the Second Coming is separate from the coming of the Holy Spirit? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Because of how they interpret prophecy some hold that the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 by the Roman armies was the Second Coming. When this destruction occurred, the people fled the city. The act of fleeing implies fear. 
9. Read 2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 5:4; 2 Peter 3:13; 1 John 3:2-3. What picture of the Second Coming do these Scripture passages paint? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________We know it will be Jesus who returns in the Second Coming. But in what form will He appear? 
10. Reread Acts 1:9-11. The phrase "in like manner" (KJV and NKJV) or "in the same way" (NIV) refers to the form Jesus will have when He reappears. In what form will Jesus return (spiritual or physical)? (See Luke 13:35 and 21:27 for help.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________11. Read Luke 13:35; 21:27. How does Jesus describe His return? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________THE PHASES OF HIS COMING 
There are two phases of Christ's second coming. The first phase is His return for the Church. This return for the Church is often called the Rapture. The word rapture means "carry away." Thus the reference to the Church's carrying away is called the Rapture. 
As was discovered earlier in this study, both the righteous dead and the living members of the Church will be a part of the Second Coming. They will be participants in the Rapture phase. Jesus will return for all who have ever been a part of His Church, whether still alive or those who have already died. 
12. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17. What will happen to the bodies of the dead in Christ at the Second Coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________What about those believers who are alive at the time of the Second Coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________When Paul originally wrote to the Thessalonians, he was responding to their fears that those who died before Christ returned would have no hope for eternity. He wanted them to know there would be a bodily resur- rection for those believers who had died. 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, also, concerning the resurrection of the righteous dead. 
13. Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49. What do these passages say about the bodies of the righteous dead when they are resurrected? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Read 1 Corinthians 15: 51-53. When Christ returns, what will happen to those believers who are still alive? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Read 1 John 3:2 What will our imperishable bodies be like? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If we are Christ's, whether we be dead or alive at His coming, we will be raptured to be with Him. We will be made like Him, in the spiritual sense. We are a part of His Church and will always be with Him. 
During this first phase of Christ's return, the Church is caught up to meet Him in the clouds. At that time Christ does not actually come down to the earth. 
The second phase of the Second Coming occurs sometime later. This is frequently called the Revelation. At that time, Christ returns to the earth as King. (See Zechariah 14:9.) At that time, Christ will establish the Jewish nation as a kingdom, and rule for a millennium or a thousand years. Christians who believe that Jesus will come for the Church before the millennial kingdom is established are known as "premillennialists." 
THE TIMING OF HIS COMING 
It seems the normal question to ask when we study the second coming of Christ is, "When is this going to take place?" People throughout history, since Jesus' ascension, have tried to answer this question. They have published formulas and set dates naming the day and the hour of Christ's return. 
14. Read Mark 13:32 and Acts 1:6-7. What does Jesus say about the timing of His return? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________15. Read Mark 13:33 and 2 Peter 3:10-14. Because we are certain of the Lord's return, how are we to behave? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________How might knowing the exact date and time of Christ's return effect our behavior? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________16. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9. What do we know about the timing of the Rapture, and therefore the Second Coming? What will it precede? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________God does not wish that any should have to endure His wrath. He loves every individual who has ever lived. Some think since Jesus has not yet returned He never will. 
17. Read 2 Peter 3:9. What explanation does this verse give us for God's delaying Christ's return? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________What should our reaction be to this knowledge?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________SUMMARY 
[image: ] [image: ]
As we look ahead to the second coming of Christ, our hearts leap with joy. Christ's return will mean the end of sorrows and trials for all believers. Although we don't know the time of His return, we live in confidence that He will return. We should live in such a way we will not be caught unaware. We should be watching for His physical, visible return. 
But what will become of the unsaved? For them, Christ's return brings tragedy because it is the beginning of final judgment. God will delay as long as possible to allow people the opportunity to know Him. We have a responsibility to take the good news of God's salvation to all those who need to hear. Christ's return is inevitable. It is up to each individual Christian how the time leading up to His return will be spent. Let's work to lead others to Christ and watch for His return! 
LET'S REVIEW 
1. How do we know Jesus is coming again? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2. Why did Jesus associate His second coming with His teaching concerning His death? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. Explain the nature of Christ's return. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4. What will happen to the bodies of the righteous dead and to those who are alive in Christ during the first phase of His coming? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5. When will Christ return? How should we live in light of this timing? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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